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WASHINGTON, Feb. 3--The Foreign Agricultural Service of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture today reported the following recent developments in 
U.S. agricultural trade: 


U.S. AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS 


Large world crop supplies, weak foreign demand and a strong U.S. 
dollar continue to limit U.S. exports. U.S. agricultural exports during De- 
cember totaled $2.9 billion, down $700 million from the samé month a year ear- 
lier. Lower prices for wheat, corn and soybeans, and a further drop in wheat: 
shipments accounted for most of the decline in value. Total’ December exports 
of 12.7 million tons were 1.2 million below the same month a“year earlier. 

Corn and soybean export volumes, however, showed Increases nig : pon 

Exports during the first quarter (October- December) of fiscal 1983 
totaled $8.8 billion, down $2.5 billion from the first quarter of the previous” 
year. Volume during the first quarter also declined sharply-, to. (37.8 million-< — 
tons, down 6.2 million from a year earlier. 


U.S. exports of wheat in December fell 36 percent in volume from 
last December to 2.4 million tons because of the absence of shipments to the 
Soviet Union and much lower exports to China. More than 730,000 tons of wheat 
were shipped to the USSR in December 1981. U.S. wheat exports to China in De- 
cember were 72 percent lower than the 610,000-ton level in 1981. Wheat export 
unit values fell 8 percent to $160 per ton, yielding a 4l-percent drop in to- 
tal wheat export value. Wheat export volume for the first quarter of the year 
was down 33 percent to 7.7 million tons; the value was off 38 percent to $1.2 
billion. 


U.S. corn exports in December increased 1 percent in volume (com- 
pared with last December) to 4.4 million tons, as increased shipments to Jap- 
an, Belgium-Luxembourg and Poland more than offset a decline in exports to the 
Soviet Union. Corn export prices were down 13 percent to $107 per ton, resul- 
ting in a 13-percent decline in the value of corn exports. However, corn ex- 
port prices increased since October 1982, rising 7 percent. Corn export vol- 
ume for the first quarter of fiscal 1983 was down 6 percent to 12.9 million 
tons, with value down 22 percent to $1.3 billion compared with the same period 
a year ago. 


Soybean shipments in December rose 22 percent to 2.5 million tons, 
with larger sales to Spain and Japan, among others. Soybean export prices 
were down 11 percent to $226 per ton, yielding a 9-percent gain in export val- 
ue. Soybean export volume from October-December is unchanged from the same 
period in 1982--7.6 million tons--but value was down 13 percent to $1.7 bil- 
lion because of lower prices. 


—nOne= 


LYNN KRAWCZYK, Editor, Tel. (202) 382-9442. Additional copies may 
be obtained from FAS Information Services Staff, 5918-South, Washington, D.C. 
20250.8 Tel. (202) 447-7937. 
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Shipments of cotton, rice and poultry meat, among others, were 
down sharply in both volume and value in December, while the export volume and 
value of grain sorghum, soybean meal and tobacco, among others, were down 
slightly. The December export volume and value of wheat flour, beef and cat- 
tle hides were up. Both the export volume and value of cattle hides and to- 
bacco were up during the first quarter. 


U.S. AGRICULTURAL IMPORTS 


U.S. agricultural imports during December 1982--at $1.2 bil- 
lion--were down 11 percent from the same month a year ago. Import volume for 
December was also down sharply. 


Sugar and tropical product imports of $466 million and oilseeds 
and products imports of $34 million were down 31 and 20 percent, respectively, 
from December 1981. Imports of fruit and vegetables ($360 million), livestock 
and livestock products ($213 million) and grain and feed ($44 million), par- 
tially offset the decline with increases of 13, 6 and 21 percent, respective- 
ly, from December 1981. 


U.S. agricultural imports during the first three months of fiscal 
1983 totaled $3.9 billion, down 3 percent from the same period a year earli- 
er. Fruit and vegetable imports of $1.1 billion were up 15 percent from the 
comparable period in 1981. Orange juice concentrate imports of $110 million 
were more than double the value of the accumulated three-month period in 
1981. The value of coffee imports during October-December 1982 was $806 mil- 
lion, up 13 percent from the same period in 1981. Raw sugar imports--at $260 
million--were down 60 percent from the $647-million pace set in October-Decem- 
ber 1981. 


AGRICULTURAL TRADE BALANCE 


U.S. trade activity in December 1982 resulted in an agricultural 
trade surplus of $1.7 billion, down from the $2.2-billion surplus of December 
1981. For the first first quarter of fiscal 1983, the agricultural trade bal- 
ance posted a surplus of $4.9 billion, down 33 percent from the $7.2 billion 
recorded for the same period a year earlier. 
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Do you need 
information about 


e Overseas markets and buying trends? 
@ New competitors and products? 

© Trade policy developments? 

e Overseas promotional activities? 


Then Foreign Agriculture —USDAs 
fact-filled monthly agricultural trade 
magazine —is for you. Based on official 
USDA data available nowhere else, 


Foreign Agriculture 


Foreign Agriculture articles are clear 
and crisp, written to provide the export 
information you need, in a concise and 
extremely readable form. 


Special information is found in Foreign 
Agriculture’s telegraphed, targeted 
news departments: Fact File, Country 
Briefs, Trade Updates and Marketing 
News. And its tables and graphs will 
give you an immediate grasp of what's 
going on overseas. 


In addition, periodic special issues — 
such as the recent one devoted entirely 
to the European Community — will give 
you a wide range of detailed information. 


If you use agricultural facts and figures 
in your business, you need Foreign 
Agriculture. 


Subscribe today! Fill in the subscrip- 
tlon form and mail it now. When you 
receive your first colorful, fact-filled 
issue, you'll be glad you did! 


olga 
ee oe 


SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM 


Please print or type 


Write check payable to: 
Superintendent of Documents 


MAIL ORDER FORM TO: 
Superintendent of Documents 


Government Printing Office 
Washington, D.C. 20402 


For Office Use Only 








Quantity Charges 
Enclosed 
To be mailed 
Subscriptions 
Postage 
Foreign handling 
MMOB 
OPNR 
UPNS 
Discount 


Refund 
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Enter My Subscription To FOREIGN AGRICULTURE 


@ 18.00 domestic (United States and its possessions); $22.50 foreign. The Government 
Printing Office requires that foreign addressees send international money orders, 
UNESCO coupons, or checks drawn on a domestic bank only. 


Enclosed is $ 

O Check 

O Money order 

0 Charge to my Deposit Account 


Credit Card Orders Only (Visa and Mastercard) 
Total charges $ 

Credit card No. 

No. 


Order No. Expiration Date Month/Year 


Name—First, Last 








Street Address 








Pe ea aa a ra 
City State ZipCode 
ee eee eeimiciey aes el lei asiel sels ial Pies et 
Co@ntry 





FOREIGN AGRICULTURE CIRCULARS 


The Foreign Agricultural Service issues a number of Foreign Agriculture Circulars during the year on various commodities 
and export services for the food and agricultural trade, as well as specialized publications pertaining to individual commodities. 


HOW TO ORDER: Check the title of each publication you wish to order. Remit a check for the total amount payable to 
the Foreign Agricultural Service. Only checks on U.S. banks, cashier’s checks, or international money orders will be accepted 
in payment. NO REFUNDS CAN BE MADE. Mail this form to: Foreign Agricultural Service 

Information Division 

Information Services Staff, Room 5918-S 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Washington, D.C. 20250 





PLEASE ENTER THE NUMBER OF SUBSURIPTIONS DESIRED BELOW: SUBSCRIPTION RATE 
Domestic Foreign 
10002 WEEKLY ROUNDUP OF WORLD PRODUCTION AND TRADE 
(Current news items and statistics on various commodities and NO CHARGE 
summary of recent developments in world production and trade) 
10003 COFFEE (3 issues) $10.00 $15.00 
10004 COTTON (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 


DAIRY, LIVESTOCK & POULTRY: 





10005 EXPORT TRADE & PROSPECTS (8 issues) 20.00 40.00 
10006 MEAT & DAIRY MONTHLY IMPORTS (12 issues) 25.00 35.00 
10007 DAIRY SITUATION (2 issues) 5.00 7.00 
10008 LIVESTOCK & POULTRY SITUATION (2 issues) 5.00 10.00 
10009 ALL 24 REPORTS LISTED ABOVE 55.00 92.00 
GRAINS: 
10010 SITUATION, OUTLOOK, STAT. REPORTS (18 issues) 40.00 75.00 
10011 EXPORT MARKET (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 
10013 USSR GRAIN SITUATION & OUTLOOK (12 issues) 15.00 20.00 
10014 ALL 42 REPORTS LISTED ABOVE 85.00 145.00 
10015 HORTICULTURAL PRODUCTS (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 
10016 OILSEEDS & PRODUCTS (14 issues) 30.00 50.00 
10017 SEEDS (12 issues) 40.00 70.00 
10018 SUGAR, MOLASSES & HONEY (4 issues) 10.00 15.00 
10019 TEA, SPICES & ESSENTIAL OILS (4 issues) 10.00 15.00 
10020 TOBACCO (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 
10021 WORLD CROP PRODUCTION (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 
10022 COCOA (2 issues) 5.00 7.50 
TOTAL REPORTS ORDERED TOTAL SUBSCRIPTION PRICE 
ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK FOR $ MADE PAYABLE TO FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE. 


NAME (Last, first, middle initial) 


ORGANIZATION OR FIRM 


STREET OR P.O. BOX NUMBER 


ZIP CODE 


COUNTRY 





FAS-829 (Rev. 12-82) 





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FIRST-CLASS MAIL 


USDA-FAS 





WASHINGTON, D.C. 
PERMIT No. G-262 


OFFICIAL BUSINESS 
PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE, 6300 











If your address should be changed —____. PRINT © 
OR TYPE the new address, including ZIP COOE and 
return the whole sheet and/or envelope to: 


FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE, Room 6918 So. 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Washington, 0.C. 20250 







